


Overview 



“The people of Israel and Judah have 
provoked Me by all the evil they have done 
– they, their kings and officials, their priests 
and prophets, the men of Judah and the people 

of Jerusalem. They turned their backs to Me 
and not their faces; though I taught them 

again and again, they would not listen or 
respond to discipline. They set up their 

abominable idols in the house that bears My 
Name and defiled it” (Jeremiah 32:32-34) 



Introduction 



 The Conquest of Canaan 
 

1. This conquest took place after the Exodus from 
Egypt in which the Israelites (also known as 
Hebrews) returned to the land that they once 
lived prior to the great famine and the same 
land that the Lord had promised to Abraham. 
 

2. The leader of the conquest was Joshua, who 
after Moses died and after the Israelites had 
wandered in the desert for 40 years, led the 
Israelites back into the Promised Land. 



 The Conquest of Canaan 
 

1. Prior to his death Joshua sought to remind the 
Israelites where they came from and for them to 
remain faithful to the Lord. (Joshua 23-24) 
 

2. The Scriptures tell us that; “Israel served the 
Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known 
all the works of the Lord which He had done for 
Israel” (Joshua 24:31) 





 The Period of the Judges 
 

1) After the death of Joshua things began to unravel as 
some of the Israelite tribes (Manasseh, Ephraim, 
Zebulun, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan) did not 
completely drive out the inhabitants of the land 
and they instead willfully chose to live along side of 
them. (Judges 1:27-36) 
 

2) Although the Israelites were rebuked for their 
disobedience (Judges 2:1-6) the Scriptures will 
later state; “And they took daughters to be their 
wives and gave daughters to their sons, and they 
served their gods” (Judges 3:6) 



 The Period of the Judges 
 

3) With Joshua gone and a new generation of 
Israelites bent on rebellion against the Lord, 
this period of time was seemingly very dark and 
leaderless. 

 

4) Where the Israelites went completely wrong 
was in their lack of faith in the Lord (Judges 2:1-
5) and their continued disobedience to Him. 

 
 



 The Period of the Judges 
 

5) The Israelites made alliances with the 
Canaanites and they intermarried with them 
which the Lord prohibited them to do. 

 

6) The reason the people of Israel were not to live 
along side of these “ites” (Canaanites etc.) was 
because they were wicked and perverse and 
already under the judgment of the Lord. 
 



 The Period of the Judges 
 

7) With the breakdown of leadership and the 
general apostasy (falling away) of the Israelites 
came oppression and persecution by the very 
enemies from within the land they had 
conquered, albeit not completely. 
 

8) During this time the Lord would raise up Judges 
(deliverer) for the purpose of delivering the 
various tribes of Israel from the oppression they 
faced. 



 The Period of the Judges 
 

9) This period of the Judges is often considered a 
low point in the history of the Israelites for at 
the conclusion of the Book of Judges it reads; 
“In those days there was no king in Israel, 
everyone did what was right in his own eyes” 
(Judges 21:25 – NKJV) 

 



In the days after the conquest of Canaan 
and preceding the first king of Israel, 

the Israelites as a whole had apostatized 
(fallen away) themselves due to their 
continued disobedience to the Lord. 

This resulted in the Lord demonstrating 
His divine judgment through various 
sovereignly appointed and even self-

empowered leaders. 



This shift from a Theocracy (God ruled) 
to a Monarchy (man ruled) system 

witnessed a number of changes for the 
Israelites but one thing remained true 

for them and that was the Lord 
remained in control of them, their 

destiny as well as all things related to 
mankind and His creation. 







 “Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they 
played the harlot after other gods and bowed 
themselves down to them. They turned aside quickly 
from the way from which their fathers had walked in 
obeying the commandments of the Lord; they did 
not do as their fathers” (Judges 2:17) 
 

 “In those days there was no king in Israel, everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25 – 
NKJV) 



 “Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah; and they said to him, 
behold you have grown old and your sons do not 
walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to 
judge us like all the nations” (I Samuel 8:5) 
 

 Samuel will warn the people that a king will merely 
enslave the people, over burden them work and 
take their possessions. 



 In spite of this warning this is what the Scriptures 
say;  

 

“Nevertheless, the people refused to listen to the voice 
of Samuel, and they said No, but there shall be a king 
over us, that we also may be like all the nations, that 
our king may judge us and go out before us and fight 

our battles” (I Samuel 8:19-20) 



 “Now a day before Saul’s coming, the Lord had revealed 
this to Samuel saying, About this time tomorrow I will 
send you a man from the land of Benjamin, and you 
shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel and 
he will deliver My people from the hand of the 
Philistines. For I have regard for My people, because 
their cry has come to Me” (I Samuel 9:16-17) 
 

 “Samuel said to all the people, do you see him whom the 
Lord has chosen? Surely there is no one like him among 
all the people.” (I Samuel 10:24) 



1. When Samuel’s life had come to a close and before 
Saul begins his reign as the first King of Israel the 
Israelites faced some significant military threats: 
 

 The Arameans to the north 
 

 The Ammonites to the east of the Jordan River 
 

 The Philistines to the south/southwest 
 

2. This is a significant reason why the people cried 
out for a king 





 The Philistines probably migrated to southern 
Canaan from Crete or other parts of the Aegean Sea 
during the days of Abraham: 
 

1) They were originally known as “sea people” which 
was probably in reference to their making a living off 
the sea (Mediterranean and Aegean Sea). 
 

2) Their primary god was Dagon which they describe 
this god having a human torso and a fish’s tail. 
 

3) Their main reason for migrating to Canaan was for 
the purposes of farming the rich soil (their god 
Dagon was known to them as the grain god) of the 
region and then trading with the other cities across 
the Mediterranean Sea. 



The Philistines lived in five main cities of 
the southern Canaan coast; Gaza, 
Ashkelon, Ekron, Gath, and Ashdod. 
 

The Philistines will capture the Ark of 
the Covenant which will begin a series 
of conflict and battles between them and 
the Israelites. (I Samuel 4-7) 



It will be a later battle 
between the Philistines and 
the Israelites that will bring 
a young lad named David 
to the forefront and he will 
eventually become King. 



1. The period known as the Kings of Israel (1027-587 
B.C.) encompasses 22 out of the 39 Books of the 
Old Testament: 
 

 I & II Samuel, I & II Kings, I & II Chronicles 
 

 Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon 
 

 Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations 
 

 Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah 



The list of the Kings of 
Israel and Judah is vast and 

some ruled for a long period 
of time while others ruled 
for a short period of time. 



 There were 3 kings that ruled over a “united 
kingdom” of Israel 

 

1) Saul 
 

2) David 
 

3) Solomon 
 

 During the reign of Solomon, the Kingdom of Israel 
experienced the largest territorial expansion in their 
recorded history and they were considered an 
Empire of extreme wealth and influence. 



 After the death of Solomon the kingdom of Israel 
divided: 
 

1) The Northern Kingdom of Israel (Made up of 
10 Tribes) 

 

2) The Southern Kingdom of Judah (Made up of 2 
Tribes) 
 



The nation once referred to 
as just Israel and once led 

by just one king becomes a 
divided kingdom and each 
will follow their own king. 



 The Northern Kingdom (Their capital city is 
Shechem and then Samaria): 
 

 

1) Commonly referred to in the Scriptures as Israel 
 

2) Their first king is Jeroboam 
 

3) The 10 Tribes of the Northern Kingdom were; 
Ephraim, Manasseh, Reuben, Gad, Zebulun, 
Issachar, Dan, Simeon, Asher, Naphtali. 
 

4) There will be a total of 19 Kings that rule over the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel and all of them are 
described in the Scriptures as wicked, evil or 
disobedient to the Lord. 



 The Southern Kingdom (Their capital city is 
Jerusalem) 
 

1) Commonly referred to in the Scriptures as Judah 
 

2) There first king is Rehoboam 
 

3) The 2 Tribes of the Southern Kingdom were 
Judah and Benjamin 
 

4) There will be a total of 19 Kings and 1 Queen that 
rule over the Southern Kingdom of Judah. Some 
of the kings are described in the Scriptures as 
wicked, evil or disobedient to the Lord, but 
there are several Kings of Judah who were 
known for their righteousness and obedience 
to the Lord. 



4. There will be times when the Northern Kingdom of 
Israel will be at odds with the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah and there will also be times when they will 
unite together to defeat a common enemy. 

 

5. The two kingdoms of Israel and Judah will remain 
divided until each of them collapse and go into 
captivity never to regain their sovereign control of 
the land. The prophets speak of a time when they 
will once again be united but that remains a yet 
future event according to the Scripture. (Jeremiah 
33:14-16, Ezekiel 37:15-28) 



D 
I 
V 
I 
D 
E 
D 

K
I
N
G
D
O
M 



D 
I 
V 
I 
D 
E 
D 

K
I
N
G
D
O
M 



7. The Northern Kingdom of Israel will be conquered 
by the Assyrians in 722 B.C. 

 

8. The Southern Kingdom of Judah will be conquered 
by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. and taken into 
captivity for 70 years. 

 

9. The Jews will be permitted during the reign of 
Cyrus of Persia to return to Jerusalem to rebuild 
their Temple and their city but it will not be as 
grand and majestic as it was during the reign of 
Solomon. 



10. The Kingdom of Israel and Judah never formally 
recovered as an Empire and they have been 
controlled by foreigners ever since. 

 

11. A day is coming however, in which the Righteous 
Branch (The Lord Jesus Christ) will rule in 
Jerusalem and He will reign forever. (Jeremiah 
33:14-16, Isaiah 25:8) 

 



“Behold, days are coming, declares the Lord, 
when I will fulfill the good word which I 

have spoken concerning the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah. In those days and at 
that time I will cause a righteous Branch of 
David to spring forth; and He shall execute 
justice and righteousness on the earth. In 

those days Judah will be saved and 
Jerusalem will dwell in safety; and this is the 
name by which she will be called: the Lord 

is our righteousness.” Jeremiah 33:14-16) 



“He will swallow up death for all 
time, and the Lord God will wipe 
tears away from all faces, and He 
will remove the reproach of His 
people from all the earth; for the 
Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 25:8) 


