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WHY THE RESURRECTION?

. Eccausc sin brOLCJrght death and scParation from (God -
hrist conquere that bg raising from the dead!

o Pecause Jesus told us [e would raise from the dead and be
scat)ccl at the right hand of (God. (Matthew 26:64, Acts 5:3 1,
J55

“You have said 50,” Jcsus rel:)lied. “But ] say to all o{:gou:
I rom now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
(Matthew 26:44)



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
RESURRECTION

o Jtbecame the dividing line between the early Jewish leaders and
the APostlcs (/\cts 5:30-%2,3%8-% 9)

° ]t was the central comPonent of the APost]cs tcac]ning and

reaching. (Acts 2,},‘1~,§,] FPeter 1:21-23,| C orinthians 15,
Fhilippians %:.20-21)

—

e [ venthe %'rcatcst of schtics since the time of the A ostlcs,
conclude that if the resurrection actUa“y took Place, then it must
be what it claims to be — a direct revelation from (3od.




THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
RESURRECTION

“The (God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed
by hanging him on a cross. (3od exalted him to his own right hand as
Frince and Savior that he might bring lsrac] to repentance and {:orgivc

their sins. \We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy 5Pirit,
whom God has given to those who obcy him.? (/\cts 5:30-% 2)

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we cagcrly await a Oaviorfrom
thcrc, the Lord Jcsus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to
bring cvcrgthing under his control, will transform our lowlg bodies so that

thcy will be like his glorious body” (Fhilippians %.20-21)



WHAT IF THE RESURRECTION WERE

NOT TRUE?

. OUr message would be without hopcl
(] C orinthians 15:14, 17, 18)

o All claims bg (hrist and His followers would be

erroneous and unreliable. (Matthcw 12:39-40, John
2:18-22, Matthew 26:63-64)



WHAT IF THE RESURRECTION WERE
NOT TRUE?

“« And if Christis not risen, then our Prcaching is empty and your
faith is also empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of (sod,
because we have testified of (God that [ e raised up (hrist, whom
e did not raise uP——-iF in fact the dead do notrise. [Tor if the dead
do not rise, then (Christis not risen. And if (hrist is not risen, your

faith is futile; you are still in your sins! T hen also those who have

fallen aslecP in Christ have Pcrished” (] Corinthians 15:14~18)



WHAT IF THE RESURRECTION WERE
NOT TRUE?

v

¢ _l"ICI'C WOUICI havc ]DCCF\ no carlg C]"IUI’C["I

A

e T here would have been no miracles Perl:ormcd Eﬂ the

APostlcs for where would their authoritg and power have
come from?

o | here would have been no Faul (as we know him) and no
letters to guide us toward true faith

o The hoPc and faith displagcd b Marg, Martha, Marg
Magdalcnc and other inﬁucntiafljwomcn of the New
| estament would have been Point]css



WHAT IF THE RESURRECTION WERE
NOT TRUE?

e | here would have been no (Gos el according to John
4 P 4 P g P 4
and no Ictters {:rom hlm to gundc us toward t['ue light and
toward true |ovc

o | here would have been no Timothg (as we know him) for
whg would he follow Jesus and be mentored bg Paul if the

resurrection were not true.

e T here would have been no Lgdia from Fhilip i to aid in
the establishment of the church there forin wEom would

tﬁeg have P]accd their hoPc




SURVEY SAID..........

o |f Jesus (Christ had remained buried in the grave, then the story of
His life and death would have remained buried with [im. Thus, no

need for the (Great (Commission or the New | estament.

e Death would still be our final enemy and we would have no |10Pc.
OUr Preaching about the resurrection would be in vain and foolish.



SURVEY SAID..........

+ T he Founding of America Probably would have been complctclg
different as it Probably would not have been to obtain rcligious

freedom but for Personal or Patriotic 5ain.

+ The “good Samaritan” Principles, Philanthropic activities, or basic
good will (i.e., hospitais and orPhanagcs) of PcoPtc would have no

real basis, drive or motivation.



SURVEY SAID..........

o ]t IS highlg robable that women would not have many of the freedoms
that thcg o todag. T here would Probablg be alack of basic human

rights, and slavcry of any “weaker class” might still exist.

. Our celebration of holi&ags would be dramatica"g different, much of

our music, art, litcraturc, would look so much different without the

hoPc that the resurrection brings!



SURVEY SAID..........

e Without the influence of the church in historg the Political, rcligious,
and social makcup of our world would be so different. |slam

Potcntia"y would have gone unchecked in the Midcﬂc Agcs.

. Although our present world may seem chaotic at times..... imagine the
chaos of todag; if as far back as the Roman[©

not embraced (Christ and lived for [ im?

'"___ml:)irc many had many



SURVEY SAID..........

e Since the Jews have faced Potcntial
extinction on so many occasions; what
would have held various tyrants from
climinating them altogcthcr....and for that
matter any other unwanted race?



SURVEY SAID..........

e “|f no resurrection — then no glorious cxPcctation that we
would sPcnd cternity with Jesus who rose from the grave.
T here would be no incentive to live a holy life and use Jesus
as our Pechct example.” As a result cacl:?man would be his
own island doing as Ec/shc seemed fit to do. Hzgou remove
the hoPc of the resurrection then the moral framework of
our socictg would be left to the best man can muster on his
own, all the while grccd and Pcrsona] gain would continue to

chiP away at any good that we can Producc.



Willlam Evans writes; “If the resurrection of Christ can be
successfully denied, If it can be proven to be absolutely
untrue, then the whole fabric of the Gospel falls to pieces, the
whole structure of the Christian religion is shaken at its

foundation, and the very arc
dust. Then it has wrought on
Its most faithful adherents, ©

n of Christianity crumbles into
y Imaginary changes, deluded
eceived and disappointed the

hopes of its most devoted C

Isciples, and the finest moral

achievements that adorn the pages of the history of the
Christian church have been based upon a falsehood”
(William Evans, The Great Doctrines of the Bible page 85)




If the Resurrection were not true, then there would be no
basis for truth!

o |t would negate the APostlcs tcaching
e |t would negate the death of (hrist
e |t would negate the birth of (_hrist

o |t would even Placc the Old | estament ScriPturcs in
'coPardg of bcing proven false

</

o [fthe O]d and Ncw Tcstamcnt were proven Falsc, what

would be our basis for moralitg?




EVIDENCES FOR THE RESURRECTION

* An [ mpty T omb! (Matthew 28:1-8, Mark 16:1-7,] uke
24:1-12, John 20:1-20)

> Attestec bg the women who first visited the tomb
> Attested bg the angel
> Attestec bg the other clisciplcs

> Attestec bﬂ the Roman guards though thcg were later
bribed to changc their story (Matthew 28:11-15)




EVIDENCES FOR THE RESURRECTION

“Now when the Sabbath was Past, Mary Magc}a ene, Marg the mother of
James, and Salome bought spiccs, that thcg might come and anoint [Jim.
\/crg car]g in the morning, on the first dag of the week, they came to the
tomb when the sun had risen. And thcy said among thcmsc?vcs, “Who will
roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But when thcg
looiccd up, thcy saw that the stone had been ro"cd away—Ffor it was very

largc. /§nd entering the tomb, they saw a young man c?othed in alon o
white robe sitting on the right side; and tl‘ncy were alarmed. But he saidto |1 ::
tl‘lcm, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jcsus of Nazarcth, who was . -B
crucified. [He is risen! e is not here. See the Placc where thcg laid Him.
Put go, tell His cliscil:)lcs——ancl FPeter—that [ e is goin before youinto ..
Galilcc; there you will see [im, as e said to 3ou.”%Mar|< 16:1 -7)



EVIDENCES FOR THE RESURRECTION

oy

e The tcstimong of over 500 withesses (scc chart page i 5)

oy

e The tcstimony of Faul (] Corinthians 15:1-19, Romans 8:11, Acts
9:1-9)

o The Tcstimony oFJcsus C hrist Himscl{: (Revelation 1:1 7~18, Jol'm
20:20-29)

e T he continual declaration bg the APostlcs

e T helack of credible carlg ProoF that [ e did not raise from the dead

D caad

o he continued tcaching throughout 2000+ years of church historg

o Frcsent dag bclicvcrs who continue to teach the same




EVIDENCES FOR THE RESURRECTION

“50 tl'icn, those who are in the flesh cannot Plcasc Goc}. But you
are not in the flesh but in the 5Pirit, if indeed the SPirit of (God
dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
is not [Jis. And if Christis in you, the bodg is dead because of sin,
but the 5Pirit is life because of rightcousncss. But if the Spirit of
Him who raised Jcsus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised
(hrist from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies t“lrougl‘l

His Spirit who dwells in you” (Romans 8:8-11)




THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S
RESURRECTED BODY

» His bocly was a real boclg, not a Phantom, or like _CasPcr
the Friendly ghost.

>[e had flesh and bones (] uke 24:36-43)

> | homas touched [is flesh ( John 20:20-29)
>[His Phgsical wounds were evidenced



THE NATURE OF CHRIST'S
RESURRECTED BODY

e His bodg was more thanjust a mere natural

body (John 20:17, Acts 1:1-11)

. His body was immortal for it could not die again
(Romans 6:9-10, Rev. 1:18)



RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

e “Asto Christ 1"[imsclp’

>“Hc was not made the q.on of God because Hc rcsurrccted,
but was declared to be the Son of (50d by it” (Komans 14,
Acts 10:34-42)
>“E’lad (_hrist remained in the grave as other men hadr&onc
e

there would have been no grounds to imPosc faith in [im. Thc
empty tomb testifies of [is deity”

>[1ad [He not of raised from the dead [is words would have
ecen untrustworthy and unreliable. (Matt. 12:13-42, Matt.
28:18-20, John 2:13-22)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

“Faul, a servant of Christ Jcsus, called to be an aPos’clc
and set aParl: for the gospel of God ~the gospcl he
Promiscd beforehand througlw 1S Prophcts in the Holg
Scri}:)turcs rcgarding his Son, who as to his carthly life was
a descendant of David, and who througlw the Spirit of
holiness was ap ointed the Son of (God in power bg his
resurrection from the dead: Jcsus (hrist our] ord.
(Romans 1:1-4)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

e “As to the believerin Christ”

> We have an assurance of bcing made acceptable with (God.
(Romans 4:25,5:1-21)

> \We have a [High Priest intcrccding on our behalf (Romans 8:34,
chrch 7:2 5%

>W§: have evcrgthing we need For& and service Ciphesians 1:19-~
21

> \We have assurance of our own resurrection and immortalitg. (]
hess.4:14, || Cor.4:14, Jn. 14:19)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

d pray that the eyes o{:gour heart may be enlightened in
orderthat you may know the hopc to which hc%xas called
you the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holg peo lc,
anc‘f his incomparablg reat Powcr{:or us who believe. Eat
ower is the same as%wc might strcngth he exerted when
Ec raised (_hrist from the cac? and seated him at his right
hand in the cavcnlg rf:almsJ far above all rule and authoritg,
power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not
onlg in the Present age butalsoin the one to come.

(E_Phcsians 1:18-21)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

e “Asto the world”

><T he certainty of a resurrection”
(] Connthlans 15:22, Revelatlon 20:1 1~ 15)

><T he certainty of a |ucle;mcnt dag”
(Acts 17:51 chrews 9: 2.7)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the

firstfruits of those who have fallen aslccp. For since death
came tlwrough a man, the resurrection of the dead comes
also through aman. [Toras in Adam all die, so in (Christ all
will be made alive. (| C orinthians 15:20-22)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

“Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated onit. T he
earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no Piacc
for them. And ] saw the dead, great and 5ma", stancling before the
thronc, and books were opcncfAnothcr book was oPcnccl, which is
the book of life. T he dead were 'udged according to what thcy had
done as recorded in the books. 'Lc sca gave up the dead that were in
it, and death and [ades gave up the dead that were in them, and each

erson wasjuclgcd accorﬁin to what they had done. | hen death and
F‘ladcs were thrown into tl'rc%alcc of fire. T he lake of fire is the second

death. Anyonc whose name was not found written in the book of life
was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)




RESULTS OF THE RESURRECTION - SO WHAT?

“Thcrc{:ore since we are (Jod’s oﬂ:spring, we should not
think that the divine bcing is like gold or silver or stone—an
image made 53 human clcsign and skill. In the past (10d
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all
People evcrgwhcrc to repent. For he has set a dag when he
wi“juclgc the world withjusticc bg the man he has
aPPointccl. He has given roof of this to everyone bﬂ
raising him from the j)cacl.. (Acts 17:29-31)




NOW WHAT?

. Tl’lC story does not end at the resurrection for Jcsus ascended
to the “Rigl'\t Hand of the [Tather” and e remains there as our
advocate (High Friest) and intercessor. (Acts 1:9-11,7:56, Rom.
8:34, [eb. 7:25, Rev. 5)

o Jesus told His disci]:)]cs that although He was |caving them; He
would return for them. Uohn f4:1 —-5)



NOW WHAT?

« After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes,
and a cloud hid him from their sight. Thcg were |oo‘<ing
intcntlg up into the skg as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of (Ga ilcc,”
tl‘l63 said, “whg do you stand here Iooking into the 5‘43?

T his same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him

go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)



NOW WHAT?

“] etnot your heart be troubled; you believe in (3od,
believe also in Me. |n My Father's house are many

mansions; if it were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a Placc for you. And if | g0 and repare a Placc for
K/\gsclﬁ that where
am, there you may be also.” Uohn 14:1-3)

you, | will come again and receive you to




NOW WHAT?

. During this Pcriod of “anticipation” we continue to await [ His
return and are not left comfortless for the Holy Spirit Providcs
us with cvcrgthing that we need to endure in a world that dcsPiscs

our cause. Uoi'm 14:12-3 1)

* |tdoesn’t even end there for we are told that a ciag Is coming,
when this same Jesus will return in the same manner that He left.

(Acts 1:9-11)



NOW WHAT?

® “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

® “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything [ have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

® “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
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